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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 The African Union Experts  Meeting on the revised Model Law  on Safety  in  
Biotechnology  w as held from 20-22 August 2007, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The 
initiative of revising the Model Law  w as due to the need of African countr ies to have a 
harmonized position in matters of Biosafety. Therefore, acknow ledging the common  
prior ities  of African countr ies , the current status of development of modern 
biotechnology  and the controversial legal issues related to Biosafety, hence a revised 
African Model Law  on Safety in Biotechnology  has been developed and presented for  
the discuss ion. The Meeting brought together African stakeholders in the matters  of  
biosafety to deliberate on the first draft of the rev ised Model Law . 
 
2. PARTICIPATION 
 
 The meeting w as attended by 66 participants (National Focal Points of the  
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety , Representatives of Sc ience and Technology, 
Representatives of Civil Soc iety Organizations, Law yers) from 25 Member States  of  
the African Union (Burundi, Cô te-d’Ivoire, D.R.C, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, 
Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger ia, Senegal, 
Republic of Seychelles, Sudan, Tanzania, Sw aziland, Chad, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, 
Zimbabw e), Regional Economic Communities (RECs) (CEN-SAD), African Regional 
Institutions , the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Representative 
of the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), and Resources Persons. 
 
3. OPENING THE M EETING 
 
 On behalf of the AU Commiss ion, Dr . Beatr ice Njenga, ac ting Direc tor of the  
Department of Human Resources Science and Technology (HRST) w elcomed  
par ticipants  to the meeting. Dr. Njenga s tated that African states need to harmonize 
their positions in matters of biosafety and biotechnology so as to attain strong 
pos itions in the international fora. She also mentioned that the Commission through 
its Biosafety Unit w ould w ork tow ards building international negotiation and 
cooperation capacities of AU Member States. Then she pointed out the relevance of  
the follow ing African regional w orkshop on capacity building and exchange of  
experiences on r isk assessment and risk management of LMOs. Having br iefly  
highlighted the significance of the present w orkshop Dr. Njenga w ished participants  
successful deliberation. 
 
 
4. ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK 
  
Participants elected the follow ing participants as me mbers of the bureau for the 
present meeting: 

1. Ethiopia: Dr Tew olde Berhan Gebre Egziabher as the Chairperson; 
2. Nigeria: Mr. Matthew  Dore as the Firs t Vice-Chairperson; 
3. Zambia: Dr . Dorothy Kangw a Mulenga as the Second V ice- Chairperson; 
4. Libya: Dr Abdulmunem Abulayha as the Third Vice- Chairperson and 
5. Gabon: Mr. Jean Bruno Mikissa as the Rapporter. 
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5. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
 The draft agenda and the w ork program w ere adopted as presented by the  
Chairperson. The follow ing compr ised the agenda items: 
 

1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Adoption of the Agenda 
3. Organization of w ork 
4. Progress Report of the AU Biosafety Project 
5. Discuss ion of the rev ised Model Law  
6. Presentation of the document on the African Position on GMOs for      
Food and Agriculture 
7. Closure of the meeting 

 
6. PROGRESS REPORT OF THE AU BIOSAFETY PROJECT 
 
 Mr. Bather Koné from the Department of Human Resources Sc ience and  
Technology, Biosafety Unit made a brief presentation on the progress made by the 
Project. It w as mentioned that the Project envis ions providing the AU w ith the 
requisite capacities and effective instruments to support its Member States in 
implementing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the African Model Law  on 
Safety in Biotechnology 
 
Implementation of the first substantive activ ities of the projec t started in January  
2006. It w as mentioned that the projec t duration is for three years. It w as stated that 
the estimated budget for the Action plan of 2007 w as 930,700 USD. The presentation 
also inc luded the background of the first vers ion of the African Model Law  on Safety  
in Biotechnology  completed before the adoption of the UN Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety. The revis ion of the Model is therefore needed to address Africa’s  
ambitions for biosafety and biotechnology. 
 

Mr. Koné stated that to date the follow ing w ere the achievements of the Project: 
 

• The es tablishment of the Biosafety Unit w ithin the HRST Department, 
Biosafety w eb page posted on the AU w ebsite; 

• The Preparatory Meeting of African Delegates held from 11-12 March 2006 in 
Cur itiba, Braz il, for the negotiations on the Conference of the Parties serving 
as Third Meeting of Parties (COP-MOP 3) to the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety, w hich resulted in a w ell-prepared African Group that w as in a better  
pos ition for the negotiations. The w orkshop also provided a platform to 
develop a common pos ition of the AU Me mber States on the crucial issues of  
the negotiations; 

• Establishment of the Technical Advisors Committee (TAC) for the Biosafety  
Project w hich held tw o meetings ; 

• A joint Regional Experts Meeting on Biosafety together w ith the Department of  
Rural Economy and Agriculture w as held to discuss the African Strategy on 
Biosafety and the African Position on GMOs for  Food and Agriculture; 

• Development of the African Strategy on Biosafety w hich w as endorsed along 
w ith the Report of the High Level African Panel on Biotechnology through the 
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Cairo Dec laration (EXT/AU/EXP/ST/Decl/13( II) \Rev.1) and the AMCOST 
(EXT/AU/MIN/ST/Rpt. ( II)) in November 2006; and 

• Development of the first draft rev ised African Model Law  on Safety in 
Biotechnology 

 
It w as stated that the further ac tivities of the Projec t w ould focus on the  

completion of the Model Law  and its implementation both w ith the strategy, the 
maintaining of continuous information w ith the National Focal points of the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, support of Member States in international 
negotiations relating to the Biosafety Protocol and the provis ion of strategic  
options to strengthen the existing technical and laboratories capacities for the 
detection of GMOs. 

  
7. PRESENTATION ON THE DRAFT REVISED AFRICAN MODEL LAW ON 

SAFETY IN BIOTECHNOLOGY 
 

The Consultant, Prof. Patric ia Kamer i-Mbote, presented the Draft Revised Model 
Law . In her presentation, Prof. Mbote outlined the perspectives surrounding the 
revis ion process. She informed the meeting that she w as able to come up w ith the 
present draft as a result of the inputs from the technical adv isors committee (TAC) 
and the Biosafety Unit.  She recalled the revision process as outlined in the terms of  
reference for the w ork. It w as mentioned that the follow ing briefly comprise among 
the key elements of the TOR: 

• An analysis of the Model law  in light of current standing legal issues of the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety  

• Reference to developed national biosafety law s of African countr ies 
• Identification of concerns of countries/conflic ting issues not in Model Law  
• Discuss ion w ith key regional stakeholders 
• Harmonization of national law s on biosafety based on trends tow ards common  

pos itions  
It w as mentioned that the impact of the use of GMOs on biodivers ity, soc io-

economic impacts and issues of liability and redress have generally been identified 
as the primary areas of concern of African countr ies. What is more, it w as recalled 
that, a significant number of African countr ies are parties to the Biosafety Protocol, 
w hich only sets minimum standards w ith regards to regulating biotechnology. It w as 
also noted that some per tinent issues of the Biosafety Protocol are s till under  
negotiation.  

 
 Prof. Mbote stated that the context for rev ising the Model Law  looked into the  
relevant issues that call for the revision process. The follow ing w ere the directions  
follow ed in the draft revised Model Law : 
 

• The Model Law  w ould guide countries by giving technical options in dealing 
w ith the regulation of issues related to biosafety 

• It w ould operate w ithin a context  
• Would be readily adaptable to suit local needs and to meet national objectives  
• The citation ‘African Model Law on Safety in Biotechnology’ is still maintained 
• Some additions have been made to the Preamble 
• A tw o-pronged objective has  been added 
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• Added some definitions & removed others (Artic le 1)   
• The scope has been edited but w ould inc lude all GMOs (Article 2) 
• Modifications have been made to the article on Ins titutional arrangements  

(Artic le 3) such as the roles of National Focal Points, the Competent Author ity , 
the National Biosafety Committee and Institutional Biosafety Committees 

• Artic le 4 (Application)  (d) is revised to clar ify GMO R&D procedures and to 
include monitor ing and evaluation as w ell as disposal of w astes 

• Artic le 5 is  amended to include aw areness through addition of para 6 
• On article 6 prev ious paragraph 1 is removed as not a dec ision-making 

procedure issue 
• On artic le 8 the link to patent has  been removed s ince this issues should be 

covered under IPR law s  
• Art 9 dealing w ith risk management has been tied to Annex IV to amplify w ays 

of managing r isks 
• Art. 10 on unintentional release & emergency measures has been aligned to 

Art 17 of the Protocol 
• A new  artic le on capacity building has been added 
• Regarding liability and redress , Art. 15 puts in place a liability system that is  

not based on strict liability to have more flexibility  on case-by-case scenarios  
• Art 16 list out offences and penalties is  left to countries to dec ide and relate to 

national cr iminal law s 
• Annexes of Model Law  are maintained as these are more definitive to the 

African context 
 
With regards to further discussion the follow ing are among those presented: 
 

• How  far time lines stipulated under the Biosafety Protocol should be 
adopted 

• Nature of liability  
• Issues that are still under  negotiation 
• Periodic  rev iew  
• A regional biosafety clearing house (should it be anchored under the 

revised text) 
• Harmonization of regional and sub-regional initiatives 

 
 

ESTABLISHM ENT OF A WORKING GROUP 
 

A Working Group w as formed to compile the recommendation of the Exper ts' 
Meeting on the Revised Model Law  on Safety  in Biotechnology. It w as agreed that 
the Working Group to undertake this task should be composed of a representative 
from each of the five groups represented among the partic ipants of the Experts ' 
Meeting. The follow ing are the me mbers of the Working Group representing their 
respective c lus ters : 
 

1. Capt. Mandiaye Ndiaye from Senegal representing National Focal Points ; 
 
2. Dr. Dorothy Mulenga from Zambia representing focal persons of science 

and technology ; 
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3. Mr. Gebremedhin Birega from the African Biodiversity Netw ork 

representing Civil Society  Organization; 
 
4. Dr. Nur i Ibrahim from the CEN-SAD representing the Regional Economic  

Communities (RECs); and 
 

5. Ms. Mahlet Teshome from the AU Biosafety Unit representing the 
Secretar iat/African Union Commission 

 
The Working Group discussed its mode of operation and came to a consensus 

that the members  w ould meet periodically and exchange among themselves the 
recommendations suggested and agreed upon by the Experts' Meeting. The Group 
elected Dr. Dorothy Mulenga to repor t to the plenary the recommendations compiled 
by it. Editorial suggestions being made w ill generally be taken note of by the 
Secretar iat and the correction w ill duly be made.  

 
The Working Group is established to focus on concrete recommendations  

emerging as a general consensus from the Meeting. Taking this into cons ideration, 
the detail recommendations on the Model Law  emanating from the Meeting have 
been captured by the w orking group and have been annexed to this report. 

 
On the other hand there w ere dissenting opinions of the minor ity on the overall 

revised Model Law  specifically from AfricaBio. It w as generally  stated that as it s tands 
the rev ised Model Law  is even more restr ictive than the original document and does 
not facilitate the appropriate use of biotechnology. It w as argued that the restrictive 
approach w hile it fulfils the mandate of countr ies and organizations par tic ipating on 
the meeting w ill not assis t Africa w ith developing competitive, productive and 
sustainable agriculture.  It w as strongly  requested that this differing opinion should be 
clear ly reflected in the minutes of this meeting. 

 
  
8. DISCUSSIONS ON THE AFRICAN POSITION ON GM OS FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE  
 

Dr. Sarah Olembo from the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture made 
an elaborate presentation on this agenda item. She stated that the lack of information 
to guide policy makers has led to uncertainty and confusion in many African 
Governments ’ responses to the many soc ial, ethical, env ironmental, trade and 
economic issues associated w ith the development and application of modern 
biotechnology.  As  a result it w as stated that, now , there exis ts a lack of an African 
consensus and s trategic pos ition to modern biotechnology . In addition she underlined 
that there is a build-up of different groups w hose interes t is to exploit uncertainty in 
policymaking, regardless of w hat the ac tual situation for Africa may be. She added 
that both pro and anti biotech advocacy groups have affected the African decision on 
Genetic engineer ing such that the picture is presented in its ex tremes as an either  
“for” or “against” Gene Technology. 

 



AU/EXP/ST/17( III) 
Page 7 

 

  

It w as further mentioned that currently Africa’s  challenge is  to increase agr icultural 
production, protect human, animal and plant health as w ell as the env ironment, to 
maximize the benefits from the use of biotechnology w hile minimizing risks and to 
develop s tandards, protocols and methodologies for testing genetically modified 
products. How ever it w as stated that the threats that hinder Africa from fac ing this  
challenges are inadequate coherence among various ministr ies dealing w ith GMOs 
and biotechnology, inadequate support and inconsistent policies tow ards GM 
products and inadequate regional standards and w eak regulatory and enforcement 
mechanisms.  

 
In this light, Dr. Olembo mentioned the efforts made at the AU level such as: 
 
• The development of the African Model Law  on Safety in Biotechnology and the 

revis ion process to adapt it to current technical developments; 
• The establishment of the High Level African Panel on Modern Biotechnology  

w ith a mandate to advise Africa on matters of modern biotechnology and its  
implications for agriculture, health and the environment; 

• The development of the African Strategy on Biosafety w hich is centered on six  
pillars such as the establishment and strengthening of institutional 
framew orks, aw areness rais ing and biosafety information exchange, capacity  
building and preparedness for negotiations , policy and legal framew orks , 
international cooperation and sustainability mechanism. 

• A w orkshop on African Common Position on GMOs w hich aimed at gathering 
information on risks , challenges and myths  surrounding the development of  
modern biotechnology in Africa specifically genetic engineering and to guide 
policy makers  accordingly; 

 
Like w ise regional initiatives have also been made through the RECs such as the:  
 

• SADC Pos ition 
• COMESA Pos ition 
• ECOWAS Initiatives 
• EAC Initiatives 

 
The details of the pos itions are available on the paper (African Common Position 

on GMOs in Agriculture), w hich w ere circulated in the meeting.  
 

In the ensuing discussion, Dr. Olembo mentioned that the document w as yet to be 
adopted by the African Ministers of Agriculture and as it stands now  it is a document 
only rev iew ed by Experts  in the field.  It w as generally suggested that all stakeholders  
should commit themselves tow ards play ing a role tow ards facing the challenges 
mentioned and ensuring that the recommendations are implemented. 

 
 

9. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
 
 At the closure of the meeting, the Chairperson made clos ing remarks by  
thanking the participants for their unreserved contributions. The Biosafety Unit w as 
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also duly recognized for  coordinating a meeting w ith diverse partic ipation from almost 
all s takeholder  groups.  
 

On behalf of the Director of the Human Resources Science and Technology  
Mr. Bather Koné requested all par ticipants to make efforts to set as ide their  
differences w ith regards  to issues of biotechnology and biosafety  and move forw ard 
tow ards meeting the challenges of Africa and defending its interes ts. He duly  
recognized the significant achievements made on the three days discuss ions and 
generally conveyed the gratitude to all participants for their inputs in the first draft of  
the rev ised African Model Law  and for smooth deliberations on such a cr itical subjec t 
matter. 
 
 The meeting w as adjourned at 1825 hours on 22nd August 2007. 
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ANNEX 

 
RECOMMENDATION ON THE REVISED AFRICAN MODEL LAW 

 
Upon thorough discussions , the follow ing are the recommendations adopted by the 
plenary  on the rev ised African Model Law . 
 
General Re commendations 
 
1. Issues covered by the Model Law  should inc lude components  of conservation and 

sustainable use of biodivers ity 
2. Timelines that are cons istent w ith the Protocol should be incorporated in the 

Rev ised Model Law  so that Parties to the Protocol also fulfil their international 
obligations 

3. Regarding liability and redress, the Revised Model Law  should also consider the 
ongoing discussions on the issue and could be developed further based on the 
dec is ion reached 

4. The Revised Model Law should not be inclined tow ards genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) in food and agriculture and should consider other ins tances 
w here GMOs and products are used in pharmaceuticals and live vaccines 

5. Regarding risks to health both human and animal health should be addressed 
cons istently by the Revised Model Law   

6. Products of GMOs should be regulated under  the Revised Model Law   
7. Usage of the term person should be made cons istently  throughout the document 

(to mean legal or natural person) 
8. When listing the various activities that the law  regulates cons istency needs to be 

maintained 
9. Environment is incorporated under biological diversity therefore, the w ord 

env ironment should not be listed w ith biological diversity  w herever it had been 
applied  

10. Align the French vers ion of the Rev ised Model Law  with the English vers ion 
11. The title of the rev ised law  should be African Model Law on Biosafety  
12. Under the preamble a statement needs to be inserted that recognizes the right on 

the interests of local communities 
 
Spe cific Recommendations 
 
Object ive 
 
1. An article number should be inserted  
2. The precautionary princ iple as  the bas is of the Biosafety Protocol should be par t 

of the objective of the Revised Model Law  
3. The element of conservation of biological divers ity should be incorporated in the 

objective.  
4. Socio-economic cons iderations are critical to African countr ies and this issue 

should be reflected w ithin the objec tive.  
Based on the above suggestions the follow ing amendment is made to sub (a): 

''To contribute to ensuring an adequate level of safety for the protection 
of biological diversity, human and animal health, socio-economic 
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conditions and ethical values in the making, safe transfer, handling and 
use of  genetically modified organi sms and products of  genetically 
modified organi sms resulting from modern biotechnology.'' 

4. Sub (b)  is adopted as it stands. 
 
Art.1. Def init ions 
 
1. Under advance informed agreement, the actors involved should c lear ly be 

stipulated and therefore the artic le should read as: 
''Advance informed agreement means consent given by the Competent 
Authority based upon the full disclosure and taking responsi bility for the 
accuracy of all relevant information by the applicant before any import, 
export, transit is undertaken on any genetically modified organism or a 
product of  a genetically modified organism.'' 

2. Editorial developments should be made on the definition of an applicant 
3. The definition of the Biosafety Clear ing House is adopted as it stands 
4. The definition of Competent Author ity is adopted as it s tands 
5. In the definition of a contained use, the addition of the w ord 'approved' should 

precede 'facility, ins tallation or other physical structure...' to ensure that the 
contained use is undertaken w ithin an approved fitt ing. 

6. The definition of 'release' should be alphabetically  arranged and is  adopted as it 
stands 

7. Under the definition of 'export', movement referred should c lear ly stipulate those 
of a GMO or a product of a GMO. The inclus ion hence is as follow s: 

'' Export m eans the intentional transboundary movement of  a GMO or a 
product of  a GMO from one country to another.''  

8. Under 'exporter' the reference to legal and natural person should be deleted and 
replaced w ith 'person' since this w ord is defined in the Model Law  

9. The w ord 'living' should be deleted from the definition of a GMO so that it reads: 
''Genetically Modified Organism means any organi sm that possesses 
any novel combination or expression a s a trait of genetic material 
obtained through the use of modern biotechnology.'' 

10. In order  to be consis tent, the same developments recommended under 7 should 
apply to the definition of import  

11. In order  to be consis tent, the same developments recommended under 8 should 
apply to the definition of importer 

12. The w ord 'living' should be deleted from the definition of a liv ing organism and it 
should be the definition of an 'organism' instead. To this effect, for the purpose of  
this law  the organism's constituting it should be enumerated. Based on this  
cons ideration the developed definition is as follow s: 

''Organism means any biological entity capable of transferring or  
replicating genetic material including sterile biological entities, viruses, 
viroids and plasmids.''  

13.   Trans it and transitor  should form definitions each on its ow n  
14. Under the definition of 'modern biotechnology' based on the above points the 

w ords 'living modified' should be deleted and the res t is maintained  
15. Regarding the definition of a national focal point reference should be made to the 

Context Document for Rev ising the Model Law  as it presents a clearer and 
elaborate meaning. The modification hence should read as : 
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'' National Focal Point means the entity designated to be responsible on 
behalf of a countr y for liaison with the Secretariat of the Cartagena  
Protocol on Biosafety and the Biosafety Clearing House to facilitate the 
exchange of information among the relevant bodies and authorities.'' 

16. The definition of  'notification' is accepted as it stands 
17. The definition of a 'person' is accepted as it stands 
18. The definition of 'plac ing on the market' is accepted as it stands 
19. The definition of a 'risk assessment' should refer to the direct and indirec t 

potential impacts addressing the probability of a risk on case-by-case bases. For  
cons istency transit should also be inc luded here. 
Hence the developed version should read as : 

'' Ri sk Assessment means the identification and evaluation of the direct  
and indirect potential impacts of a GMO or a product of a GMO on the 
biological diver sity, human and animal health, socio-economic 
consideration and ethical values of the country which may be posed by 
the making, import, transit, contained use, relea se or placing on the 
market of a genetically modified organism or a product of a genetically 
modified organism. This may include the evaluation of secondary and 
long-term effects.''  

20. Socio-economic cons iderations should be defined rather than socio-economic  
impact. The c lear stipulation of soc ial and economic and cultural elements should 
be reflected. The development hence reads as: 

''Socio economic conditions means the economic, social or cultural 
conditions, livelihoods, knowledge, innovations, practices and 
technologies of indigenous and local communities including the national 
econom y.''  

21. The inclus ion of the definition of the w ord 'making' should be made, as the 
research and development aspects of the making are not impliedly captured 
under the related prov is ions. Based on this the definition reads as : 

'' Making a GMO or a product of a GMO means resear ch on or  
development of a GMO or a product of a GMO under conditions of  
containment or relea se into the environment in field trials.''  

22. Addition of a definition for unintentional release should be added to the list w hich 
reads as the follow ing: 

''Unintentional release means a relea se that takes place without 
authorization under circumstances where the relea se could not possi bly 
be a voided, despite every effort made to comply with this law.''  

 
Art. 2. Scope 
 
Accepted as it stands 
 
Art. 3. Institut ional Arrangements 
 
1. Art. 3(2) (d) should modified to read as: '' to cause the establishment and 

monitor the activities of Institutional Biosafety Committees at relevant 
institutions or nominate independent panel s or any other body of experts, 
as appropriate, a s technical and scientific advisors on i ssues of biosafety.''    

2. Art. 3(2) (f) should include public par ticipation along w ith public aw areness and 
education 
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3. An additional sub article w hich follow s the above should be included w hich reads: 
"establish a mechani sm to provide for the public participation in the 
deci sion-making process.''  

4. Under Art. 3(2)(i)  the phrase 'grant an approval' should be deleted and replaced 
by 'to grant or deny approvals''  

5. Under Art. 3(3)  the issue of conflic t of interes t should be clear ly addressed 
6. Under Art. 3(3) the w ord 'policy' should be deleted considering the fact that the 

National Biosafety Committee does more than give policy recommendation. 
7. Under Art. 3(4) the w ord inter-alia should be added after Institutional Biosafety  

Committee 
 
Art. 4. Application 
 
Adopted as it s tands 
 
Art. 5. Public Aw areness and Participation 
 
1. The sub articles under Art. 5 should follow  the sequence involved in the 

procedure of public aw areness and participation. Therefore a rearrangement of  
the sub-articles  is  recommended.  

2. The deletion of the phrase 'in cases w here' should be made since the Competent 
Author ity w ould under all conditions arrange for  a public consultation w ith regard 
to a transaction dealing w ith a GMO or a product of a GMO. The establishment of  
mechanisms of a public participation should be included under this sub article. 
Based on the above the developed Art. 5 read as: 

1. The Competent Authority shall, upon receipt of the information refer eed 
to under Article 4(3) and Article 4(4), make available the said information 
to the public and relevant government authorities.  

2. The Competent Authority shall make available to the public: 

i. Information on any genetically modified organi sm or a product of  
a genetically modified organi sm, which has been granted or  
denied approval for making, import, contained use, relea se or  
placing on the market; and  

ii. Any risk assessment report with respect to the genetically 
modified organism or the product of a genetically modified 
organism. 

3. The Competent Authority shall promote a wareness and education of the 
public and those conducting activities on genetically modified 
organisms or products of genetically modified organi sms subject to the 
law concerning biosafety matters through the publication and 
dissemination of  this law, a s well a s guidance documents and other  
materials aimed at improving the understanding of biosafety and r elated 
authorization and notification requirements. 

4. The Competent Authority shall establish a mechani sm of public 
participation and shall arrange for a public consultation and/or public 
hearing with regard to any proposed making, import, contained use, 
release or placing on the market of a genetically modified organism or a  
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product of a genetically modified organism, thi s fact shall be announced 
nationally not less than 30 days before the deci sion i s made shall be 
given for consultation without prejudice to Article 12(1). 

5. The public may make comments within such a period and in such a  
manner as may be specified by the Competent Authority.  

6. The Competent Authority shall, in making or reviewing its deci sion, take 
into account the views and concerns of the public expr essed in 
accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3)  of thi s Article. ' '  

Art. 6. Decision Making Procedure 
 
1. Insert the application of the timeline stipulated in the Biosafety Protocol on the 

dec is ion-making procedure.  
2. Include 'use' under Ar t. 6(4)  w here it s tates "..the assessment is to be conducted 

at each step of the development or use....''   
3. Under Art. 6(6) the phrase no risk should be removed and only s ignificant r isk 

should be maintained cons idering the fact that no technology could have zero 
risk. This modification should be reflec ted consistently through out the Model Law  
w here r isk is referred. 

4. Under Art. 6 (9), the insurance should cover the per iod of liability . The term ‘other  
arrangements ’ should also be made more specific . The new  sub article should 
read as ''The Competent Authority shall, as a condition for approval, require 
the applicant to furni sh evidence of insurance cover or other financial 
guarantees sufficient to meet the obligations under this law that extended 
till the period of liability specified in Article 15(6).’’   

 
Art. 7. Review  of De cision 
 
Adopted as it s tands 
 
Art. 8. Risk Assessment 
 
1. Inclusion of the statement: "...w hich is subject of an application'' should be added 

to Ar t 8(1)  to complete the prov ision 
2. Inclusion of the ethical values element should be made for consis tently 
3. The text of Art. 8(2) should make a correct alignment w ith the reference made to 

Art. 7(4)  of the Biosafety Protocol, w hich deals w ith the exemption of the advance, 
informed agreement procedure on the intentional transboundary movement of  
LMOs identified by the dec ision of the COP-MOP as being not likely to have 
adverse effects. Accordingly the modification is as follow s: 

'' The advance informed agr eement procedure shall not apply to any 
application on the import, export or transit of a GMO or a product of a  
GMO that has been identified in a deci sion of the COP-MOP as being not 
likely to ha ve adver se effects on the.... a s per Art. 7(4)  of  the Cartagena  
Protocol on Biosafety.'' 

 
Art. 9. Risk Management  
 
1. Art. 9(2)  the last w ord, 'may ' should be deleted and replaced by 'shall' 
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2. Art. 9(2)(e) and (g) should reflect the modifications recommended under  soc io-
economic cons ideration and ethical values 

3. The per iodic reports submitted to the Competent Author ity are for review  and 
therefore this phrase should be inc luded 

 
 
Art. 10. Unintentional Release and Emergency Measures 
 
1. Unintentional or  acc idental release should be used together throughout this  

prov ision 
2. Art. 10(2) (d) should read as: ' The emergency measures already taken by the 

applicant or the mea sures to be taken by the government. ' 
3. Art. 10(3)(b) should be split into tw o sub-articles to cover the dissemination of the 

information locally as w ell as internationally. Therefore the modification reads as: 
 

(b) “Inform other relevant government and non-government 
organizations within the countr y 

(c) Inform the Competent Authorities or other relevant government 
organizations in countries likely to be affected and the Biosafety 
Clearing House.” 

 
Art. 11. Identification and Labelling 
 
1. This provision should be aligned to the decision reached at COP-MOP3 on the 

issue  
 
Art. 12. Confidential Business Information 
 
Adopted as it is 
 
Art. 13. Export 
 
Adopted as it is 
 
Art. 14. Capacity Building 
 
Adopted as it is 
 
Art. 15. Liability and Redress 
 
1. The Revised Model Law  should cons ider the decis ions reached on liability and 

redress that are ongoing at the international level and should accordingly be 
revis ited w here appropr iate 

2. The reference that is  being made to harm or  damage should be done so in a 
harmonized manner through out the document 

3. The definition of socio-economic cons iderations in this prov ision should be 
maintained w hich enumerate all relevant list of activ ities that ought to be covered 
under this prov ision 

4. The last part of Art.15 (1) (” The harm shall be fully compensated’’) should stand 
as a separate sub ar ticle under Art. 15(4) w hich should read as :  
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'' Any harm, damage, injury or loss caused by a GMO or a product of a GMO 
shall be fully compensated. 

(a) In case of  harm to the environment, biological diversity.... 
(b) In case of harm to human and animal health.... (insert from old 

African M odel Law).'' 
5. The French version of the draft Revised Model Law  should include the making of  

or production of a GMO or a product of a GMO in this prov ision 
6. Dur ing joint and several liability the courts have discretion in determining the 

modality of distributing liability on a case-by-case basis 
7. The term 'loss of life' should be inc luded in Art.15 (5) on the last part 
8. The time limit given to bring an ac tion in respect to harm or damage should be 

raised to 20 years 
9. The Secretariat should align the Revised Model Law  in light of issues that are not 

covered under the Revised Model Law  but w hich are under discuss ion at the 
international level (w orking group on liability and redress)  These issues are 
liability and redress dealing w ith: 

 Illegal transboundary  movements 
 Jurisdiction of courts 
 Transit 

10. Under Art15 (6) An inclus ion of a statement should be made on the application of  
time limit of other  national law s to read as: 

 ‘’ The time limit to lapse in other legi slation shall not apply to damages 
 related to thi s law’’  
 
Art. 16. Offences and Penalties 
 
1. Transit should be included as offences among the lis ts of Art.16 (1) 
2. Disc losure of confidential information should be included as an offence under the 

lists of Art. 16(1) 
3. Failure to report damage should be included as an offence under the lists of Art. 

16(1) 
 
Art. 17. Appe al 
 
1. The w ording ‘appeal’ should be reconsidered as  it also deals  w ith administrative 

recourse rather  than just judicial decis ion 
2. Art. 17(1) should include the phrase “w ithin and outs ide of the Competent 

Author ity’  to clar ify the adjudicatory and administrative author ities being referred 
to  

3. Art.17 should be considered vis-à-vis Art 7 on rev iew  of decisions and any over  
lap should be taken care of 

4. Under Art.17(1) the appropr iate w ording for ‘receipt’ should be made to 
communicate the idea of the notification of decision by the Competent Authority  
both to the applicant and the general public 

5. Sub (2)  should include the w ord 'approval' and should read: '' 'Decision' includes 
any act , omi ssion, approval....''  

 
Art. 18. Tr ansitional Provisions 
 
Adopted as it s tands 
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Art. 19. Anne xes 
 
Adopted as it s tands 
 
 
Art. 20. Entry into force 
 
Adopted as it s tands 
 
Annexes 
 
Participants are asked to study the annexes and send their observations and 
comments w ithin the date to be set by the Secretariat. Failure to send in any  
feedback to the Secretariat w ould be taken as  approval of the Annexes. 
 
The follow ing were the outcomes of assignm ents given to groups, which have  
been adopted by the plenary. 
 
Conflict of  Interest  

 
(A new provision) 
  
Members of the Competent Author ity and National Biosafety Committee shall 
dec lare their interests, on a case-by-case basis, w ith regard to the exerc ise of any  
functions as provided by  this  Law .   
 

Public Consultation  
 
(A new provision in Article 5) 
 
(1) The Competent Author ity shall take measures to provide for open and  

transparent consultation w ith the public, including the holding of public  
hear ings in order to solicit the view s of the public in regard to any matter dealt  
with in this law . 

 
Pack age of provisions for unintentional release/adventitious presence in bulk  
shipments -new provisions  

(Two new definiti ons  for these provisions) 

“Unintentional release” means a release that takes place w ithout author isation in 
terms of this law , and takes place as a result of the adventitious presence of  
GMOs w ith non-GMO shipments of food aid and non-GMO shipments imported 
for direc t use as food, feed and processing, but exc ludes an accident.” 

“Adventitious presence of GMOs” is the thresholds levels set by the CA, as  
contemplated by Artic le xx 
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Amendments of Article 10 

Change title to Accidents and Emergency Measures 

Delete reference of ‘unintentional release’ in Artic le 10(1) (b); 

Article xx  

The Competent Author ity shall put in place appropr iate thresholds  for the 
adventitious presence of GMOs that are contained in non-GMO shipments  
imported for the purposes of aid food and placing on the market as direct use for  
food, feed and processing.  

1. Notw ithstanding the prov isions of Article x (1) above, the Competent Authority  
shall endeavour not to set threshold levels above a level of 0.9% for  
adventitious presence of GMOs. 

2. The provis ions of Article xx (2) and xx (3) shall not apply to GMOs imported 
w here if there is a high probability that such GMOs may be cultivated (zero 
tolerance for contamination of seeds imported). 

3. An Exporter shall be required to declare that there is no adventitious presence 
in GMOs imported other than as aid food and placing on the market for direc t 
use as food, feed and processing as contemplated in this section. 

Article xy. Documentation and Identification 

(1) Subject to the provis ions of Artic le xy(2), the Competent Author ity shall take 
measures to ensure the use of an appropr iate document to accompany 
GMOs imported, in order to give effect to the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety, taking into account international rules and prac tises for the 
identification of GMOs. (GMOs imported for contained use for instance) 

(2) The Competent Author ity  shall take measures to ensure the use of an 
appropr iate document, inc luding the stand alone document as set out in 
Annex V (Norw egian stand alone document) that should accompany GMOs 
imported as aid food, and plac ing on the market for the purposes of direct use 
as food, feed and processing. 

(3) The Competent Author ity shall ensure the documentation referred to in Article 
xy(2) above, c lear ly s tates: 

(a)  that the shipment contains GMOs; 
(b)  whether the GMOs constituting the shipment has been approved in the 

country  of export; 
(c) that the GMOs are for aid food or placing on the market as direct use as  

food, feed or  processing and no other  use; 
(d)  the common, scientific , and w here available, commerc ial names of the 

GMO; 
(e)  the transformation event code of the GMO or w here available, as key to 

access ing information in the Biosafety Clear ing-House, or its unique 
identifier code; and 

(f) The Internet address  of the Biosafety Clear ing-House for further  
information 
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4. The Competent Authority shall provide for the taking of appropr iate measures  
for redress  in the event of non-compliance w ith the provisions  contained in this  
Artic le, inc luding the return and repatr iation of the GMOs in question, at the 
expense of the exporter. 

Community Rights for GM O Free Zones  

(A new provision) 

Taking into account the provisions of Artic le 26 of the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety and the provis ions of the Convention on Biological Divers ity on the 
conservation and sus tainable utilization of biological divers ity: 

1. The Competent Author ity shall develop policies that protect the rights  of  
communities to declare GMO free zones. 

2. The Competent Authority shall take measures for the creation of geographical 
areas that are dec lared as ‘GMO free zones’ w here the release of any GMO is  
prohibited. 
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Experts Meeting on the Revised African Model Law on Safety in Biotechnology and  
 Workshop on Risk Assessment & Risk Management of Living Modified Or ganisms   
AU Conference Center, 20-25 August 2007, Addis Ababa 
(*Participants who participated on the second meeting with the SCBD) 

 
No. 

 
Name 

 
Institution 

 
Category 

 
Address 

 
Tel. 

 
Fax. 

 
E-mail 

1 Mr. Jean Bruno Mikissa 
 

Ministère de 
l’Env ironnement, 
de la Protection 
de la Nature et 
de la Ville 

Point Focal 
Biosécurité 

B.P. 6652, 
Librev ille, Gabon 

241 06611525 241 07857801 Jmikis sa@ caramail.com 

2 Dr. Dav id Keetch  AFRICABIO Director P.O.Box: 873, 
Irene 0062 
Centurion South 
Af rica 

27 12 6672689 27 12 6671920 goldamer@mweb.co.za  

3 Prof. Aggrey Ambali  NEPAD Af rican Biosciences 
Initiative, 
Coordinator  

P.O.Box: 395, 
Pretoria, South 
Af rica 

27 12 
8414979/80 

27 12 8414414 aambali@nrf.ac.za  

4 Mr. Harrison K. Macharia 
 

National Council 
f or Science and 
Technology  

Chief  Science 
Secretary/ Kenyan 
National Biosaf ety 
and BCH Focal 
Point 

P.O.Box: 30623, 
Nairobi, Kenya 

254 20318249 254 20318249 harimacharia@  yahoo.com / 
Harrison@ ncstnbo.or.ko  

5 Dr. Dorothy K. Mulenga Ministry of 
Science, 
Technology and 
Vocational 
Training  

Chief  Science and 
Technology Officer  

P.O.Box; 50464, 
Lusaka, Zambia 

260 1252073/ 
252092  

260 1252089 dkmulenga@mstvt.gov.zm  

6 Mr. Georges Banthoud  Ambassade du 
Congo 

Conseilla ā 
l’Ambassade du 
Congo 

B.P. 5639, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia 

0116610012 0116638622 georgesbanthoud@y ahoo.f r  

7 Mr. Bazié P. Joachim 
 

COPAGEN 
/Civic Society/ 

Coordonnateur 
COPAGEN 
CSO 
 

08B 08, Abidjan 
08, Cote d’Ivoire  

225 22400216 
(Cell) 225 
09117224 
 

225 22 400230 piaboue@y ahoo.fr 
joachim.bazie@ inadesfo.net  
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8 Mr. Charles Gbedemah  
  

SCBD - 413 RVE St. 
JACQuES #800 
MONTREAL, QC 
H24 IN9 
CANADA 

1 514 2877050 1 514 2886588 Charles.gbedemah@ biodiv.org 
 

9 Dr. Sarah Olembo AUC Senior Policy 
Officer SPS& 
GMOs 

 0911 541574  Ahono-olembo@yahoo.com  

10 Mr. Mathew Dore 
 

Federal Ministry 
of Environment 

Federal Secretariat/ 
National Focal 
Point f or the 
Cartagena protocol 

Shehu Shagari 
W ay Abuja, PMB 
468, Nigeria 

234 8023367704 234 95234119  mpo_dore@ y ahoo.com  
 

11 Mr. Arthur Makara Uganda National 
Council for 
Science and 
Technology  

Senior Science 
Officer (Biosafety)  

P.O.Box: 6884, 
Kampala, 
Uganda  

256 414705500 
(Mobile) 256 
712935664 

 makaraarthur@yahooo.co.uk / 
uncst@starcom.co.ug  

12 Prof. Papa El Hassane 
Diop 
 

Agence 
Af ricanine de 
Biotechnologie  

Directeur General 
  

23 Av e. 
Robertsau 
Telemly, Alger, 
Algerie  

213 21638716 213 21638714 pehdiop@y ahoo.com / 
dgaab@aab.org.dz  
DIRECTEUR GENERAL 

13 Mr. Damien Nindorera 
 

Conseiller 
Juridique/Ministé
re de 
l’Aménagement 
du Territoire, du 
Tourisme et de 
l’Env ironnement  

 Point Focal du 
Protocole de 
Cartagena 

Burundi 257 22403330  257 22403032 dnindorera@y ahoo.f r 

14 Dr. Nuri Ibrahim CEN-SAD Conseiller du 
Secrétaire Général, 
Consultant  

 218 927855575 218 
214440076 

Censad_sg@yahoo.com  

15 Ms. Aimee Mpambara * 
 

Rwanda 
Env ironment 
Authority  

Focal Point for the 
Cartagena Protocol 

P.O.Box: 7436 
Kacy iru/ Kigali, 
Rwanda 

250 5510053  ampambara@y ahoo.fr  
 
 

16 Mr. Solomon Kebede Env ironmental 
Protection 
Authority  

Head Impact 
Assessment 
Service 

Ethiopia 251 1464878/ 
464606 

251 1464882 eia-epa@ethionet.et 

17 Dr. Dav id Andow * GMO ERA 
project, 
Univ ersity of 
Minnesota  

Project 
Coordination 

49 Hodson Hall 
University of 
Minnesota, St. 
Paul MN 55108, 
USA 

1 612 6245323 1 612 6255299 dandow@umn.edu  



AU/EXP/ST/17(III) 
Page 2 

 

  

18 Mr. Jean Kouadio  
Esse 

Ministére de 
l’Agriculture  

Sous-Directeur des 
Semences et 
Intrants à la 
Direction des 
Productions 
Alimentaires  

15 PB 1060 
Abidjan 15, Côte 
d’Ivoire 

225 20214848  esekdio@ yahoo.fr 
 
 

19 Mr. Habib Gademi 
 

Ministere de l’ 
Env ironnement 
de la Qualité de 
Vie et Parcs 
Nationaux 

Point Focal 
National CBD 0 

Ndjamena 
TCHAD BP 905 

235 6303410 235 2523839  
hgademi@ hotmail.com  

20 Mr. Belete Geda EPA 
(Env ironmental 
Protection 
Authority )  

NBF-Coordinator Ethiopia 251 911 467679 251 16464562 beletegeda@yahoo.com  

21 Mr. Mike Ipanga Mwaku  
 

Direction du 
Dév eloppement 
Durable 
Ministère de 
l’Env ironnement  

Point Focal 
Biosécurité 

35, Avenue 
Pumbu, 
Kinshasa-
Gombe 
B.P.: 16137,  
D.R. Congo 

243 8436789 243 8843675 mikeipanga@ 
y ahoo.f r  

22 Dr. Siaka Dembélé  
 

Institut du Sahel 
“INSAH”, (Comité 
Inter-Etats de 
Lutte Contre la 
Sécheresse au 
Sahel “CILSS”) 

Coordinateur sous-
régional de 
biosécurité pour 
l’Afrique de l’ouest  

BP 1530 
Bamako, Mali 

223 2234067/ 
2222148 
(Cell) 223 
6440705 

223 2225080 Siaka.dembele@insah.org  
 

23 Dr. Charles Francis 
Mugoy a * 

Agro Biodiversity 
& Biotechnology 
Program,  

ASARECA P.O.Box. 765 
Entebbe, Uganda 

256 41322126 256 41322593 mugoy ac@yahoo.com  
c.mugoya@ asareca.org  

24 Mr. Stephen Zuke  
 

Ministry of 
Tourism, 
Env ironment and 
Communications 

Senior Env ironment 
Officer /Focal Point 
f or the Cartagena 
Protocol 

P.O.Box: 2652, 
Mbabane, 
Swaziland 

268 4047893 268 40411719 sea@ realnet.co.sz  / 
seabiodiv@ realnet.co.sz  
 

25 Prof. Patricia Kameri-
Mbote 

Consultant/ 
Prof essor  

 Nirobi, Kenya 254 0203871202  Pkameri-mbote@ielrc.org  

26 Mr. Stephen Muchiri  East African 
Farmers 
Federation 
(EAFF) 

CSO/ Chief 
Executive 

13717-00800, 
Nairobi, Kenya 

254 204451691 254 
204451691 

inf o@ eaffu.org / 
smuchiri@ eaffu.org  
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27 Dr Abdulmunem M 
Abulay ha 
 

Biotechnology 
Research Center   

Researcher BtRC P.O.Box: 
82898 
Libya  

218 925207343 218 
215680035 

abulay ha@ hotmail .com  

28 Dr. Abdelbagi Mukhtar Ali Higher Council 
f or environment 
and Natural 
Resources  

National Focal 
Point BCH NPC 
Biosaf ety 
Framework  

Agric. Res.Corp. 
P.O.Box: 126 
W adMedani 
Sudan 

249 912152747 249 5118-
43213/ 5118-
30190/ 183-
787617 
 

abdmali@yahoo.com  

29 Mr. Joseph Francois 
 

Ministry  of  
Env ironment 
and Nat ural 
Resources and 
Transport  

Director of National 
parks and Forestry  

Anse Aux Pins, 
Republic of  
Seychelles 

248 
670553/ 722495 

248 610648  j.f rancois@ env.gov.sc  

30 Dr. Felix Simasiku 
Mwangala  
 

National Institute 
f or Scientific and 
Industrial 
Research 

Principal Scientif ic 
Officer  

P.O.Box: 310158 
15302 Lusaka, 
Zambia 

260 1278158 
(Mobile) 260 955 
750154  

260 1281013  fsmwangala@nisir.org.zm  
fsmwangala@hotmail.com  

31 Mr. Kokou  
Trévé Tengue  

Ministére de 
l’Env ironnment et 
des Ressources 
Forestières  

Point f ocal national 
du protocole de 
cartagena sur la 
biosécurité 

BP 355, Lome, 
Togo 

228 2508643, 
2214029, 
2506028 
Mbl. 228 
9038794 

228 2214029 tktengue@ yahoo.f r  
 
 

32 Mr. Inamoud I. Y attara 
 

Ministère de 
l’education 
Nationale  

Responsable du 
Laboratoire de 
Microbiologie des 
Sols, Faculté des 
Sciences et 
Techniques (FAST) 
Université de 
Bamako 

BPE: 3206, 
Bamako, Mali 

223 2223244 
(Cell) 223 
6785554 

223 2238168 iiy attara@yahoo.fr 
iy attara@ml.refer.org  

33 Mr. Oumar SENOU 
 

Cour Suprême Magistrat Cour 
Suprême 

BP: 07, 
BAMAKO, MALI 
 

D. 223 2281617 
Cél: 223 
6746390  

00223 
2222928 

oumarsic@voila.fr  

34 Ms. Dinah Brandful 
 

C.E.P.S. 
Laboratory 

Head  P.O.Box: 
9046,K.I.A., 
Accra, Ghana 

233 21773354/ 
233 244505264  

233 21773354 dbrandf ul@yahoo.com  
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35 Prof. Walter S. Alhassan 
 

Forum for 
Agricultural 
Research in 
Af rica (FARA) 
Secretariat 

Coordinator of the 
Program f or 
Biosaf ety Systems 
(PBS) f or the West 
and Central Af rica 

FARA 
Secretariat, PMB 
CT 173, 
Cantonments,  
No. 2 Gowa 
Close, Roman 
Ridge, Accra, 
Ghana  

233 21772823 
(Cell) 233 
208146668  

 walhassan@fara-af rica.org, 
walteralhassan@hotmail.com  

36 Ms. Natascha Pogori  
 

Ministry of 
Education, 
Directorate of 
Research, 
Science and 
Technology  

Senior Science and 
Technology Officer 

Private Bag 
13391, 
Windhoek, 
Namibia  

264 
612706141/8; 
2603259; 264 
813251283 

264 
612706143  

npogori@y ahoo.com  

37 Ms. Célia Marília Martins 
 

Univ ersity 
Eduardo 
Mondlane  

Assistant Lecturer Praca 25 de 
Junho, P.O.Box 
257 Maputo, 
Mozambique  

258 2149217617 258 21492176 celiabio@yahoo.com.br  

38 Prof. Franklin W. Philips 
 

Univ ersity of 
Liberia, College 
of Agriculture 
and Forestry  

Asst. Professor  
 

Monrov ia, Liberia 231 6496251  f philips2006@y ahoo.com  

39 Ms Hawa Diallo 
 

Ministére de l’ 
Agricultūre 
Elev age 
del’Env ironneme
nt des earcx et  
f orêts  

National Focal 
Person BCH 

République de 
Guinée 

224 60285993  loubahawa@y ahoo.fr 
 

40 Mr. Patrick-  
Léon Pedia 

Ministére de 
l’Env ironnement 
et des Eaux et 
Forêts,  

Point Focal 
National du 
Protocole de 
Cartagena 

Côte d’Ivoire 225 20212191 225 20210495 ppedia@ yahoo.fr  

41 Dr. Mouhamadou Traore  
 

Ministère de 
l’Env ironnement 
et de l’ 
Assainissement 
STP-CIGQE  

Point f ocal 
Biosécurité, CHM 
et BCH 
coordonnateur du 
Cadre National de 
la Biosécurité 

BP. 2357, 
Bamako, Mali 
/(res) B.P.  9181, 
Korof ina Nord, 
Bamako, Mali 

223 2231074/  
(res) 6450893 

223 2235867 traoremouha2@yahoo.f r  
traoremonha@ hotmail.com  
 
 

42 Mr. Lusov ic Richard 
Setilahy 

Ambassade  De 
Madagascar 

Conseiller 
D’Ambassade 
Madagascar, Addis 
Ababa 

 251 116612555 251 11 
6610127 

emb.mad@ ethionet.et  
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43 Mr. Alex Owusu-Biney Div ision of GEF 
Coordination, 
UNEP  

Regional 
coordinator for 
Af rica, Biosafety 

Nairobi, Kenya 254 207624066 254 
207624041/42 

Alex-owusu-biney@ unep.org  

44 Mr. Kossi  
Essotina Kpemoua 

ITRA Phytopathologiste, 
Chercheur à 
l’Institut Togolais 
de Recherche 
Agromonique 
(ITRA) 

B.P. 1163 Lomé-
Togo 

228 2250043/ 
9018757 

228 2251559 Kpemoua2001@yahoo.co.uk / 
itra@cafe.tg  
 
 

45 Mr. Ruf us Eseoghene 
Ebegba  
 

Federal Ministry 
of Environment  

Chief  
Environmental 
Scientist(Biosafety 
National Focal 
Point, BCH) 

Independence 
W ay (South), 
Central Area, 
P.M.B. 468, 
Garki-Abuja, 
Nigeria 

234 8033147778 234 95234119 rebegba@ hotmail.com  

46 Prof. J. Opuda-Asibo MAKERERE 
UNIVERSITY  

Professor and 
Chairman NBC 

Box: 7062 
Kampala, 
Uganda 

256 782313724 
(mobile) 

 Opuda-
asibo@vetmed.mak.ac.ug  

47 Dr. Ngong-Biy o’o  
Mesmin 

Ministére de 
l’Enseignement 
Supérieur et de 
la Recherche 

Responsable du la 
boratorie de 
biotechnologie , 
President du 
Comité National de 
Biosécurité 

B.P. 2247, 
Librev ille, Gabon 

241 06691004  Ndong_ndong@ yahoo.f r  
 
 

48 Dr. Girma Balcha Institute of 
Biodiversity 
Conserv ation  

Director General P.O.Box: 30726, 
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia  

0911 206933 
(mbl) 011 
6613722 

 dg-ibc@ethionet.et   

49 Mr. Erie Tamale CBD Secretariat Program Officer  413 RVE St. 
JAIQVES #800 
MONTREAL, QC 
H24 IN9 
CANADA 

1 514 2877050 1 514 2886588 Erie.tamale@cbd.int  

50 Mr. Dereje G/Michael  Institute f or 
Sustainable 
Dev elopment/ 
Ethiopia  

 P.O.Biox: 171, 
code 1110 Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia  

011465391/ 
0911243327 

0114669466 isdbios@ethionet.et  

51 Ms. Christine v on 
W eizsaecker 
 

GTZ Office  Eschborn, 
Germany 

49 6196791363/ 
791473 

49 
6196796190/ 
79801473 

christine@ weizsaecker.de 
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52 Dr. Weldey esus Sinebo EIAR  EIAR P.O.Box: 
2003 
AddisAbaba, 
Ethiopia 

0911 481204  wsinebo@ hotmail.com  

53 Mr. Gebremedihin Birega Af rican 
Biodiversity 
Network 

Regional Thematic 
Coordinator on 
Seed Security, 
GE/IPR/Biosafety  

P>O>Box: 27906 
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

251 
116628256/251 
911 945616 

251 16628257  gbirega@gmail.com  
meyeaseed@ethionet.et  

54 Capitaine Mandiay e 
Ndiay e 
 

Directeur Adjoint 
des Parcs 
Nationaux du 
Projet Régional 
de Biosécurite 
UEMOA 

Point Focal 
National du 
Protocole de 
Cartagena pour la 
Prévention des 
risques 
biotechnologiques 

BP 5135, Dakar, 
Fann, Senegal 

221 8322309 
/8591619 
(Mobile)221 
6512054 

221 8322311 
/8591626 

mandiayendiay e@gmail.com  
dpn@ orange.sn  

55 Dr. Tewolde Birhan Gebre 
Egziabher  
 

Env ironmental 
Protection 
Authority  

Focal Point for the 
Cartagena Protocol 

Ethiopia 251 1464878/ 
464606 

251 1464882 epa_ddg@ ethionet.et / 
Nchs4@yahoo.uk / 
esid@ ethionet.et  

56 Mr. Johansen T. Voker 
 

Env ironmental 
Protection 
Agency  

Focal Point, CPB P.O.Box; 4024 
4th Street Sinkor, 
Monrov ia, 
Republic of 
Liberia 

(Mobile) 231 6 
520042 
 

31 205407 
127/ 31 
205407126 

v okerj@y ahoo.com 
 
 

57 Dr. Saadeldin Ibrahim 
Mohamed  

Higher Council 
f or Env ironment 
and Natural 
Resources 
(HCENR) 

Secretary General/ 
National Focal 
Point f or CBP 

P.O.Box: 10488, 
Khartoum, Sudan 

249 912152747/ 
183784279 

249 
183787617 

hcenr2005@yahoo.com 
hanahamadalla2@yahoo.com  
saadeldinibrahim@y ahoo.com  

58 Mr. W ondwossen 
Sintay ehu Wondemagegn  

Env ironmental 
Protection 
Authority  

 Ethiopia 251 16464807 251 
16464876/82 

Biosaf ety@ethionet.et  

59 Mr. Michael Kabai Embassy of 
South Af rica 

Counsellor Legal Ethiopia 011 3711377  kabaim@Foreign.gov.za  

60 Ms. Patricia Jere Ministry of 
Justice  

Deputy chief 
Parliamentary 
Council 

Box: 50106, 
Lusaka, Zambia 

260 955822437  patriciaj@zamnet.zm  

61 Ms. Mary Okoi Bassey  
 

Env ironmental 
Rights 
Action/Friends of 
the Earth Nigeria 
/ERA/FoEN/ 

Project Officer 
CSO 

214, Uselu-
Lagos Road, 
Ugbowo, P.o.Box 
10577, Benin 
City-Edo State, 
Nigeria 

234 52467029 234 80231093 
28 

anny bassi@ y ahoo.com / 
mariann@ eraction.org   
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62 Ms. Hilena  Alemay a 
Univ ersity  

Student DDUe P.O.B. 
2900 

0911 113964  bityflower@yahoo.com  

63 Mr. Abisai Maf a * 
 

National 
Biotechnology 
Authority  

 
National Focal 
Point 

485 Samora 
Macher P.O.Box: 
cy 2600, Harare,  
Zimbabwe 

263 4733012 263 4733144 mafa@ biosafety zim.ac.zw  
absmaus@yahoo.com  

64 Ms. Wadzi Mandev eryi * Dept. of 
Env ironmental 
Affairs and 
Tourism 

Director, Biosaf ety  Private Bag X477 
Pretoria, 001 
South Africa 

27 12 3103396 27 12 3207110 winandivery i@deat.gov.za  

65 Ms. Mildred A Okoth  NEPAD 
Biosciences 
Eastern & 
Southern Af rica 

Program Assistant  30709, 00100 
Nairobi, Kenya 

254 20 4223000/ 
4223216 

254 20 
4223001 

m.okoth@af ricabiosciences.org  

66 Dr. Teklehaimanot 
Haileselassie  

Addis Ababa 
Univ ersity, 
Biotechnology 
Program  

Ass. Prof essor P.O.Box: 3434, 
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

0911 198349  Tekle1961@y ahoo.com  

67 Ms. Imke Haenen  * Ministry of 
Housing, Spatial 
Planning and 
Env ironment  

Sr. Policy Officer 
on Biotechnology  

P.O.Box: 30945 
2500 GX 
DenHaag 
Internal P.O.Box 
645, The 
Netherlands  

0031 (0) 
703394866  

0031 (0) 
703397316 

Imke.haenen@ minvrom.nl  

68 Mr. Hans Bergmans *  RIVM/SEC/GMO 
Officer  

Senior Scientist  P.O.Box: 3720 
BA Bilthov en the 
Netherlands  

31 302744195  Hans.bergmans@rivm.nl  

69 Dr. Pierlugi Bozzi Univ ersity of 
Rome 

Professor Via della 
Camilluccia, 741 
00135 Rome 

39 06 3290284 39 06 3290284 p.bozzi@tiscali.it 
 

70 Dr. Kodjo P. Abassa  UN Economic 
Commission f or 
Af rica (UN-ECA) 

Coordinator 
Biotechnology 
Activ ities 

UN-ECA Box: 
3001 Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia 

011 5515756/ 
011 3710199 

011 5514682 kabassa@ uneca.org  

71 Ms. Mahlet Teshome AUC-DHRST 
Biosafety Unit 

Biosaf ety Expert-
Environmental Law 

P.O. Box 
3243,Addis 
Ababa Ethiopia 

251 11 5519259 25111 
5540300 

mahletk@africa-union.org 
 

72 Mr. Bather Koné  AUC-DHRST 
Biosafety Unit 

Biosaf ety Expert-
Environmental 
science 

P.O. Box 
3243,Addis 
Ababa Ethiopia 

251 11 5519259 25111 
5540300 

koneb@africa-union.org 
 

 
 


