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AU - WIPO AWARDS

1. INTRODUCTION

The AUWIPO Awards Programme s an intiative of the Africa Union (AU)
Commission and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). ltis a leading
continental aw ard in Africa, honoring the scientists and technologists w hose efforts
are tow ards addressing critical problems in Africa using scientific solutions. The
av ard was created by the then Organization of African Unity (OAU) Council of
Ministers based on resolution CM/Res .1324 (LIIl) as a biennial prize for the best
African Inventor/Innovator in collaboration with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO).

The objective is torew ardinventions that address critical problems in Africa, such as
those in the fields of food technology, health care, water supply/sanitation and
energy. Inventions clearly identified as serving military purposes w il not be elgible
for the AUWIPO Awards. The AU-WIPO Aw ard competitions have been running
since 1988 and the ceremony has been alw ays taking place during the African Union
Summit of Heads of State and Government.

As aresult of the transformation of the OAU to AU, the Chairperson of the African
Union Commission and the Director General of the World Intellectual Property
Organization in May 2006 re-launched the “AU-WIPO Invention and hnovation

Aw ards Programme” to enc ourage the creative talent of African scientists, inventors,
researchers and innovators and give them due rec ognition.

There are four categories of the awards as highlighted in section 2.3.

The Africa Union Commission and the World Intellectual Property Organization
through the Ministers of Science and Tec hnology hereby invite African scientists and

technologists to participate in the award and be honored for the solutions of African
problems they are developing.

This Award programme will help to identify the best technical solution propos ed by
African inventors and innovators and to draw attention of industrialist, planning and

develbpment authorities, and public at large, to original African Technology and
Innovative solutions. It will play a critcal role in sensitzing poalicy-makers,

entrepreneurs, researcher and development organizations and the private sector



AUEXP/ST/14 (11I)

Page 3

about the importanc e of inventions, innovations and the Intellectual property system
as toals for economic and social development for the Afric an Me mber States.

2. Rules and Regulations

2.1 Eligibility

Only nationals of the African Union (AU) Member States are legible for the aw ard

and the Mnistries responsible of Science and Technology should submt their
nominations to the Department of Human Resources, Science and Technology not
later than 1°' September for each odd year.

For the 2006/2007 editions Nominations should be submitted not later than 1°'
September 2007 to enable the Commission to prepare for the award ceremony
during the 2008 January Summit of Heads of State and Gover nment.

2.2 Fields of Award

(&) Food Technology,
(b) Health-care,
(c) Water supply/sanitation and

(d) Energy.

Inventions clearly identified as serving military purposes wil not be eligible for the
AUWIPO Aw ards.

The fields of technology willbe decided by the AU and WIPO Secr etariats, based on
the economic and tec hnological development priorities of the African countries.

Significance or importance of the proposed invention should address problems,
which are experienced notonly locally but in Africa as whole.

2.3 Categories of the Awards
ii. WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD OUTSTANDING INVENTION
iii. WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD WOMAN INVENTOR

iv. WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENT ION AWARD YOUNG INVENTOR (UNDER 25
YEARS)

v. WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD INDIGENOUS BASED
TECHNOLOGY
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2.4 Awards

The AU-WIPO Invention and Innovation Aw ards consist of a Medals and certific ates
The folow ing cash prize will accompany the aw ards:

i. Bestinvention (overall) .........ccooi it e, 10,000 Euro;
i. Bestinvention by awomaninventor................c.coeeveiennen . 5,000 Euro;
ii. Bestinvention by ayoung inventor...............cccoovevveieneen . 5,000 Euro;

v. Best technology invention bas ed onindigenous know ledge...5,000 Euro.

There will be a total of three AU-WIPO special medals for each category, pleasev sit
the AU Official We bsite for update. A certificate co-signed by the Chairperson of the
African Union and the Drector General of WIPO will accompany each medal. The

form and contents of the certificate w ill be agreed upon by the secretariats of the AU
and WIPO.

3. Award Cerem ony

The international aw ard ceremony will take place biennially, on a date and place to
be determined by the AU.

4, Submissions

a) National Selection committees of the Member States will submit
nominations for the AU-WIPO Invention and Innovation Aw ards, 1%
September of each odd year. A Technical meeting will be organized by
the AU in cooperation w ith WIPO and interested countries and partners to
build capacity of a core of menmbers of the National Selection Committees,
including re presentatives of the Ass ociations of Inventors if it is needed.

b) Each country’s National selection Committee shal submit up to eight
nominations in one or more fields of technology specified in 2.2 above,
including up to four nominations for the different categories specified in
2.3 above.

(©) Address for submissions:

The Commission of the African Union

Department of Human Resourc es Science and Technology
The Secretariat of the AU-WIPO Award

P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa, Ethio pia

Fax: (251-11) 5505928 or (251-11) 5517844

Em ail: hamdya@ africa-union.org, hambanim@ africa-union.org
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Each nomination should be submitted with a nomination form that is

available on the AU website, duly completed and with al the

necessary attachments, including an abstract in one of the AU official
lnguages.

Deadline for submission of nominations: 1°' September of each
odd year.

The AU Commission- HRST Department wil form a pre-selection
Committee to examine the submitted propos als subject to their formal
complianc ew ith the objectives and criteria of the Aw ard scheme (e.g.
completeness of information provided, s ubject matter, etc.) and select
the proposals to be sent to the International Jury. The pre-selection
will be completed by the end of September (each odd year).

To facilitate the work of the Jury and to expedite the selection
process, the secretariat shall summarize each of the pre-selected
submissions and send the information by e-mail or fax to the
me mbers of the Jury, by October (each odd year).

Thesummary infor mation shall comprise the following:
e The country of origin of the inventor;

e Thetitle of the invention;

e Abstract of the description;

e Copy of the first page of the patent document(s);

e Copy of the state-of-the-art search report

e Conclusions and recommendations of the National selection
committee.

The Jury will be headed by the Commissioner of Human Resources
Sciences & Technology of the African Union commission andw il be
compos ed of five to seven pers onalities agreed upon by the AU and
WIPO, who are know lkedgeable about intelectual property and are
well knowv n experts in various domains such as agricukure, energy,
industry, health care.
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The African Union staff will provide the Secretariat of the Selection
Committee.

International Jury wil meet for a period of four days at a date and
venue to be determined and will establish its operational rules on
the basis of “Selection Criteria for the AU-WIPO Invention and
Innovation Awards”.

Within tw o weeks of its meeting, the International Jury w il submit its
final decision to the Chairperson of the AU and the Director General

of WIPO.

7. Communication

e The AUw il remind the Me mber States to submit their nominations to the
Commission no later than 1°' September of each odd year. (The Commission
has sent about 3 note ver bales requesting for nominations and only six out of

fifty-three Me mber Statesresponded).

e Member States should send the full contact details of National Selection
Committee to enable communication betw een the Communication and the

NSC.
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6. PROCEDURE

Member
States
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1. INTRODUCTION

The importance of science andtechnology in addressing socio-economic problems
in Africa such as diseases, water sanitation, infrastr ucture develbpment etc has long
been recognized, even at the inception of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in
1964. The transformation of the OAU into the African Union (AU) w as accompanied
by the setting up of a Commission with specific departments charged with
responsibilities for driving development in particular sectors.

The Department of Human Resources Science and Tec hnology, w hich w orks with a
specialized technical committee of Ministers Conference of Science and Technology
(AMCOST) is mandated to facilitate and support the development and harmonization
of science and technology policies for Africa’s s ocio-economic development.

The Department has intiated several programmes to raise community aw areness of
the central role that science and technology play inthe pursuit of national ec onomic
and social goals. These programmes include science and technology day that is
observed and celebrated in AU Member States on 30 June every year, the AU-
WIPO Award and African Union Best Scientist Aw ard.

The HFrst African Congress of Scientists and Policymaker in 2006, called upon Africa
to “grow and sustain its human capital” in science and technology. They proposed a
variety of campaigns and activiies that are important in building a tec hnologically
literate society. Such activities include science and technology olympiads and
aw ards, popularisation through print and electronic media and national science and
technology w eeks. African Union Best Scientist Aw ards Programme s aimed at
raising the profile of science and technology sector in AU Member States, promote
public awareness of the importance of science andtechnology and build a scientific
culture amongst our citizens.

The January 2007 Summit of the African Union Heads of State and Government
took a decision to declare 2007 as the launc hingy ear for building constituencies and
champions for science, technology and innovation in Africa, Assembly/AU/Dec. 161
(VII). Member States therefore need to quickly mobilize their scientific resources to
initiate programmes that wil promote access to science and technology by all,
strengthen research capacities and increase the use and generation of scientffic
know ledge for the development of the continent.

The African Best Scientist Aw ard (ABSA) s designedto honor Africa's scientists in
order to encourage the science community and the public to participate in scientific
engagements tow ards addressing critical problems in Africaand raise aw areness in
science and tec hnology.
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2. Rules and Regulations

2 1Eligibility

Only pioneer African scientists w hose nations are Member States of the African
Union are eligble to apply for the African Best Scientist Aw ard.

2.2Fields of Award
The African Best Scientist Award w il be av arded to one African scientist who has
remarkable achievements as demonstrated by number of publications, number of

research graduate students, applicability of the scientific w orkto Africa's c hallenges,
and its patentability. The follow ing scientific fields will be consid ered:

Agriculture,

Astronomy,

Chemical Engineering,

Civil Engineering,

Communication Technology,

e Medical Sciences,

e Physical Engineering and Material Sciences,
e Traditional and Renewable Energies, etc.

The Award committee will choose one of the above-mentioned fields and wil
announce this field to the AU Member States six months ahead of the nomination
date.

For the 2007 Edition: Feeld to be decided by the Steering Comm ittee.

2.3 Aw ard
The African Best scientific Award will consist of a Medal, Cerificate and forty
thousand dolars (USD40, 000), cash prize.

24Nomination for the Award

The nominations for the award should be submitted to the African Union
Commission through a National Selection Committee, w hich is composed of

professionals from the academies of science, universities, and the Ministry of
Science, and Technology of the Member State. Each Member State is requested to
submit only one nomination (thec ountry's best scientist)

Applications, not supported by their National Selection Committees, will not be considered. The
nomination forms are annexed.

25Procedure for the Award
An Aw ard Committee proposed to be headed by the Commissioner of Human
Resources Science and Technology, a professional in the aw ard-selected field, and
five other members representing the five AUregions.
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The Division of Science & Technology and ICT of the Human Resource Science and
Technology Department willshort-list the nominations.

The Awards Committee wil nominate the awarded scientist one-month after
receiving the shortlist. The Awarded scientist will be infor med one-month prior to the
Aw ard ceremony.

The National Selection Committe es sh ould submit their nominations in English and/or French.

3. Aw ard Cerem ony

The African Best Scientists Aw ard ceremony will take place annually, on a date and
place to be determined by the AU.

4. PROCEDURE

Member
States; __
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