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AU – WIPO AWARDS 

 

 

 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The AU-WIPO Awards Programme is an in it iative of  the Africa Union (AU)  
Commission and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). It is a leading 
continental aw ard in Africa, honoring the scientists and technologis ts w hose ef forts 
are tow ards addressing critical problems in Africa using scientific solutions. The 
aw ard w as created by the then Organiz ation of African Unity (OAU) Council of  
Min isters based on r esolut ion CM/Res .1324 (LIII) as a biennial prize for the best  
African Inventor/Innovator in collabor ation w ith the Wor ld Intellectual Property 
Organization ( WIPO).  
 
The object ive is to rew ard inventions that  address critica l problems in Afric a, suc h as 
those in the fields of  food technology, health car e, w ater supply/sanitation and 
energy. Inventions clearly ident ified as serv ing military purposes w ill not be e ligible 
for the AU-WIPO Awards. The AU-WIPO Aw ard compet itions have been running 
since 1988 and the cer emony has been alw ays taking place dur ing the African Union 
Summit of Heads of  State and Government. 
 
As a result of  the transformat ion of the OAU to AU, the Chairperson of  the African 
Union Commission and the Director Genera l of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization in May 2006 re- launched the “AU-WIPO Invention and Innovation 
Aw ards Progr amme” to enc ourage the creat ive talent of  African scientists, inventors,  
researchers and innovators and giv e them due rec ognition.     
 
There are four categories of the awards as highlighted in section 2.3. 
 
The Africa Union Commission and the Wor ld In tellectual Property Or ganization  
through the Min isters of Science and Tec hnology hereby invite African scient ists and 
technologists to participate in the award and be honored for the solutions of  African 
problems they  ar e developing.  
 
This Award programme w ill help to identify the best technic al solut ion pr opos ed by 
African inventors and innovators and to draw  attention of industrialist, planning and 
dev elopment authorit ies, and public at large,  to original African Technology and 
Innovative solutions. It w ill play a critical role in sensit iz ing policy-makers,  
entrepreneurs, researcher and development or ganizat ions and the private sector  
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about the importanc e of  inv entions, innovat ions and the Intellectual property system 
as tools for economic and social development for the Afric an Member States.        
 
 
2. Rules and Regulations 
 
 
2.1 Eligibilit y 
 
Only nationals of the African Union (AU) Member States are legible for the aw ard 
and the Ministries r esponsible of  Science and Technology s hould submit the ir  
nominations to the Department of Human Res ources,  Scienc e and Technology not  
later than 1st September for each odd year. 
 
For  the 2006/2007 editions Nominations  should be submitted not la ter  than 1s t 

September 2007 to enable the Commission to prepare for  the awar d ceremony 
dur ing the 2008 January Summit of Heads of State and Gover nment. 
 
 
2.2 Fields of Award 

 
(a) Food Technology,  
(b) Health-car e,   
(c) Water s upply/sanita tion and  
(d) Ener gy.    

 
Inventions clearly identif ied as serving military purposes w ill not be eligible for the 
AU-WIPO Aw ards.   

 
The fields of technology will be decided by the AU and WIPO Secr etariats, based on 
the economic and tec hnological development priorities of the African countries.  
 
Significanc e or  importance of the proposed invention should address problems, 
which are experienced not only locally but in Africa as whole. 
 
2.3 Categor ies of  the Awards 
 

ii . WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD OUTSTANDING INVENTION 
 

iii . WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD WOMAN INVENTOR 
 

iv . WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD YOUNG INVENTOR (UNDER 25 
YEARS) 
 

v. WIPO-AFRICAN UNION INVENTION AWARD INDIGENOUS BASED 
TECHNOLOGY 
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2.4 Aw ards 
 
The AU-WIPO Invention and Innovation Aw ards consist of a Medals and certif ic ates 
The follow ing cash pr ize w ill accompany the awards: 
 

i.  Best invention  ( over  a ll) …………………………. ……………10,000 Euro; 

ii.  Best invention by a woman inventor…………………………… 5,000 Euro; 

iii. Best invention by a young inventor ..…………………………… 5,000 Euro; 

iv. Best technology invention bas ed on indigenous know ledge…5,000 Euro.   
 

There w ill be a total of three AU-WIPO special medals for each category, pleas e v isit  
the AU Off icia l Website for update. A certificate co-signed by the Chairperson of the 
African Union and the Dir ector General of  WIPO w ill acc ompany each medal.  The 
form and contents of the cert if icate w ill be agr eed upon by the secretar iats of  the AU 
and WIPO. 

 
3. Award Cerem ony 
 
The internat ional aw ard ceremony w ill take place biennially,  on a date and place to 
be determined by the AU. 
 
4. Subm issions 
 

a) National Selection committees of  the Member States w ill submit  
nominations for the AU- WIPO Invention and Innovation Aw ards, 1st 

September of each odd year.  A Technical meeting w ill be organiz ed by 
the AU in cooperation w ith WIPO and interested countries and par tners to 
bu ild capac ity of a cor e of members of  the National Select ion Committees,  
including representatives of  the Ass ociations of  Inv entors if it is needed. 

 
b) Each country’s Nat ional select ion Commit tee shall submit up to eight 

nominations in one or more f ields of  technology specified in 2.2 above,  
including up to four nominat ions for the dif ferent  categories specif ied in 
2.3 above. 

 
(c) Addr ess for submissions: 
 

The Commission of the African Union 
Department of  Human Resourc es Science and Technology 
The Secretar iat of the AU-WIPO Award 
P.O. Box 3243 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Fax:   ( 251- 11) 5505928 or ( 251- 11) 5517844 
Em ail: hamdya@africa-union.org, hambanim@africa-union.org 
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(d) Each nomination should be s ubmitted w ith a nomination for m that is 
available on the AU w ebsite, duly completed and w ith a ll the 
necessary attachments, including an abstract in one of  the AU of ficial 
languages. 

 
(e) Deadline for  submission of nominations:  1st September of  each 

odd year. 
 
5. Selection 
 

(a) The AU Commission- HRST Department w ill form a pre-select ion 
Committee to examine the submitted pr opos als subject to their formal 
complianc e w ith the object ives and criteria of the Aw ard scheme (e.g.  
completeness of information provided, s ubject matter, etc.) and select  
the proposals to be sent to the Internat ional Jury.  The pre-select ion 
w ill be completed by the end of  September (each odd year). 

 
(b) To facilitate the w ork of  the Jury and to expedite the select ion 

process, the secretariat shall summarize eac h of  the pr e-selected 
submissions and send the information by e-mail or fax to the 
members of the Jury, by October ( each odd year). 

 
(c) The s ummary infor mation shall comprise the follow ing: 

 
•  The country of  orig in of  the inventor; 

 
•  The t it le of the invention; 

 
•  Abstr act of  the description; 

 
•  Copy of  the f irst page of the patent document(s); 

 
•  Copy of  the state-of-the-art search report 
 
•  Conc lusions and recommendations of the National se lection 

committee. 
 
 

6. Jury 
 

(a) The Jury w ill be headed by the Commissioner of  Human Resources 
Sciences & Technology of the African Union commiss ion and w ill be 
compos ed of five to  seven pers onalities agreed upon by the AU and 
WIPO, who are know ledgeable about intellectual property and ar e 
well know n experts in various domains such as agr icultur e, energy,  
industry, health care. 
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(b) The African Union staf f w ill provide the Secretar iat of the Select ion 
Commit tee. 

 
(c) International Jury w ill meet for a period of four days at a date and 

venue to be determined and w ill establish its operational rules on 
the basis of “Selection Criteria for the AU-WIPO Invention and 
Innovat ion Awards”. 

 
(d) Within tw o weeks of  its meet ing, the Internat ional Jury w ill submit its 

final decision to the Chair person of the AU and the Director General 
of  WIPO. 

 
 
7. Comm unication 
 

• The AU w ill remind the Member States to submit their nominations to the 
Commission no later than 1s t September of each odd year.  (The Commission 
has sent  about 3 note ver bales request ing for nominat ions and only six out of 
fifty-three Member States r esponded). 

 
• Member States should send the full contact details of Nat ional Selection 

Committee to enable c ommunication betw een the Communicat ion and the 
NSC. 
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6. PROCEDURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Member 
States 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMINDING MEMBER STATES TO S UBMI T NOMINATIONS FOR 

AU-WIPO AWARD 

•  FORMATION  OF THE NA TIONAL  SELECT ION  C OMMITTEE (N SC), 
•  DISPATCHIN G THE NA MES AN D CON TACTS OF THE NS C TO THE 

COMMIS SION,   

• DISPATCHIN G THE NOMIN EES  FOR THE AWARD  TO THE  C OMMISS ION .  

•  FORMATION  OF THE AU -WI P J URY COMMITTEE ,  
•  SHORT-LIST ING OF THE NOMINEE S BY AU  - WIPO SE CRETARIAT ,  
•  REPORT  ON THE S HORT -L ISTED  INN OVAT IONS BY  WIPO SECR ETARIAT, 

AUC , 
•  AU - WIPO AWARD  R E PORT FOR THE JURY.   
  

•  JURY MEE TING FOR THE  NOMINATION OF THE AWARD WINNERS ,  
•  ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AWARD WINNE RS IN E ACH OF THE AU-WIPO 

AWARD CATEGORIES. 
 

•  CONTACTING THE WINNERS  AND INFORM THEM ABOUT THE AU-WIPO 
AWARD CEREMONY  

•  AU-WIPO AWARD CEREMONY WILL BE  DURING THE JANUARY SUMMI T 
OF THE HEADS OF S TATE  AND GOVERNMENT 

 
AU-WIPO AWARD 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The importance of  science and technology in addr essing soc io-economic pr oblems 
in Africa such as d iseases, water sanitation, inf rastr ucture dev elopment etc has long 
been recognized, even at the inception of the Organizat ion of African Unity (OAU) in 
1964. The tr ansfor mation of the OAU into the African Union (AU) w as accompanied 
by the sett ing up of  a Commission w ith specif ic departments charged w ith 
responsibilities for driving development in  part icular sectors.  
 
The Depar tment of Human Resources Science and Tec hnology, which w orks w ith a 
specialized technical committee of Ministers Confer ence of  Science and Technology 
(AMCOST)  is mandated to facilitate and support the development and harmonization 
of  science and technology policies for Africa’s s ocio-economic development.  
 
The Department has in it iated severa l programmes to raise community aw areness of  
the central role that science and technology play in the pursuit of nat ional ec onomic 
and social goals. These programmes include sc ience and technology day that is 
obs erved and celebr ated in AU Member States on 30 June every year, the AU-
WIPO Award and African Union Best  Scient ist Aw ard. 
 
The First African Congress of Scientists and Policymaker in 2006, called upon Africa 
to “grow  and sustain its human capital” in scienc e and technology. They proposed a 
variety  of  campaigns and act ivities that are important in building a tec hnologically 
liter ate society. Such activities include science and technology olympiads and 
aw ards, popularisat ion thr ough print  and electr onic media and nat ional scienc e and 
technology w eeks. African Union Best Scientist Aw ards Pr ogr amme is aimed at  
rais ing the prof ile of  science and technology sector in AU Member States,  promote 
public awareness of  the importance of scienc e and technology and build a scient if ic 
culture amongst our c it izens. 
 
The January 2007 Summit of  the African Union Heads of State and Government 
took a decision to declar e 2007 as the launc hing y ear for building const ituenc ies and 
champions for science, technology and innovation in Africa,  Assembly/AU/Dec. 161 
(VIII). Member States therefor e need to quickly mobilize their scientif ic r esources to 
initiate programmes that w ill promote access to science and technology by all,  
strengthen research capac it ies and increase the use and generation of scient if ic 
know ledge for the development of the cont inent. 
 
The African Best Scientist Aw ard (ABSA) is designed to honor Africa's scient ists in 
order to encour age the science c ommunity and the public to participate in scient if ic 
engagements tow ards addressing cr it ical pr oblems in Africa and raise aw areness in 
science and tec hnology. 
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2. Rules and Regulations 
 

2.1 Eligibilit y 
 
Only pioneer African scientists w hose nations are Member States of  the African 
Union are eligib le to apply for  the African Best  Scient ist Aw ard. 
 

2.2 Fields of Award 
The African Best Scient ist Award w ill be aw arded to one African scient ist who has 
remarkable achievements  as demonstrated by number of publicat ions, number  of  
research graduate students, applicability of the scientif ic w ork to Africa's c hallenges,  
and its  patentability.  The follow ing scient if ic fields w ill be considered: 

 
• Agriculture, 
• Astronomy, 
• Chemical Engineer ing, 
• Civil Engineering, 
• Communication Technology, 
• Medical Sciences,  
• Physical Engineering and Material Sciences, 
• Traditional and Renewable Energies, etc.    

 
The Award committee w ill choose one of the above- mentioned fields and w ill 
announce this field to the AU Member States s ix months ahead of the nomination 
date.  
For the 2007 Edition: Fie ld to be decided by the Steering Comm ittee. 
        

2.3   Aw ard  
The African Best sc ientific Award w ill consist of  a Medal, Cert ificate and forty 
thousand dollars (USD40, 000), cash priz e.  
 

2.4  Nom ination for  the Award 
The nominat ions for the aw ard should be submitted to the African Union 
Commission through a National Select ion Committee, w hich is composed of  
professionals f rom the academies of  scienc e, univers it ies, and the Ministry of  
Science, and Technology of the Member State. Each Member State is r equested to 
submit  only one nominat ion ( the c ountry's best scientist) 
 
App lica tions, not supported by their National Selection Committees, will not be considered.  The 
nomination  forms are annexed. 
      

2.5 Procedure for the Award  
An Aw ard Committee proposed to be headed by the Commissioner of Human 
Resources Sc ience and Technology, a professional in the aw ard-selected f ield, and 
five other  members representing the five AU r egions.   
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The Division of Science & Technology and ICT of the Human Resource Science and 
Technology Department w ill short-list the nominations.  
 
The Aw ards Committee w ill nominate the awarded scient ist one-month af ter  
receiving the short list.  The Awarded scientist  w ill be infor med one-month pr ior to the 
Aw ard ceremony. 
 
The  Na tional Selection Committees should submit their nominations in English  and/or French.  
 
3. Aw ard Cerem ony 
The African Best Scientists Aw ard ceremony w ill take place annually, on a date and 
place to be deter mined by the AU. 
 
4.        PROCEDURE  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

     

 
 
 

 

 
INVITING THE AFRICAN MEMBER STATES TO APPLY FOR THE 

AFRICAN BEST SCIENTIS TS AWARD 

 
•  FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL S ELECTION COMMI TTEE (NSC),  
•  DISPATCHING THE NAME S AND CONTACTS  OF THE  NSC TO THE COMMISSION AND  
•  DISPATCHING THE NOMINE ES FOR THE  AWARD TO THE COMMISSION.  
 

 
• FOR MATION OF THE AFRICAN  B EST  S CIENT IS TS AWARD COMMIT TEE ; 
• SHORT-LISTING OF THE  N OMINEES  BY THE S&T  A ND ICT DIVISION OF THE HR ST 

DEPART MENT OF THE  A UC;  
• REPORT  ON THE SHORT -L ISTED  SCIENT ISTS TO, T HE AFRICAN BE ST SCIENTISTS AWA RD 

COMMITT EE 
• NOMINAT ION OF THE AWARDED SC IENTISTS,  
• CONT ACT ING THE WINNE R TO INFOR M HIM A BOUT  T HE AWA RD CEREMON Y; A ND 
• THE AFRICAN  BEST SCIENTISTS  A WARD  C EREMONY (SUGGESTED  T O BE DU RING THE  2008 

JANUARY  SUMMIT). 

AFRICAN BEST SCIENTIS TS AWARD 
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