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Dawn is one of South Africa’s leading managers and businesswomen, with a highly 
successful and pioneering career spanning the public, private and parastatal sectors. 
Her talents and accomplishments were recognised in particular by her appointment 
as the first Black woman to the Management Board of Eskom, as Executive Director 
in charge of Growth and Development. In this position Dawn played a pivotal role in 
aligning the organisation with the demands of the changing national and 
international environments and positioning Eskom to be one of the role models 
amongst South African organisations. 
 
Prior to this Dawn worked as Senior Manager and Senior General Manager (Human 
Resources) for Eskom and as Senior Divisional Health Education Manager for the 
Anglo-American Corporation. She has also served as Group Manager in charge of 
Community Development for the then Bophuthatswana Agricultural Development 
corporation, as a Medical Social Work Manager in Bophuthatswana, and as a Social 
Worker in the Orange Free State. For two years she also successfully ran her own 
Public Relations and Development Consultancy. In all these positions, Dawn earned a 
reputation for strategic thinking and vision, and for committed and innovative 
leadership, particularly in the areas of human resources development, equal 
opportunities, and organisational change and development. 
 
Dawn’s talents and achievements have been widely recognised and acclaimed both 
at home and abroad. 
 
Awards: 
 
1993 - South African Businesswoman of the Year award. 
1994 - honoured with the invitation to serve as one of the Independent Electoral 
Commissioners who supervised the country’s first democratic elections. 
1995 - invited by the Minister of Safety and Security to serve as Chairperson of the 
high-powered Promotions Committee for the South African Police Service. 
1996 - nominated as the Chairperson of UN Special Committee of Experts appointed 
to address the global issue of Women and Senior Economic Decision Making. 
 
Memberships: 
 
Member of the Boards of Directors of Sanlam, Nozala Investments, Comair, Engen, 
and the Fedics Group, where she serves as Chairperson. 
Member of the Public Relations Institute of South Africa (PRISA) and 
Member of the Executive Women’s Club. 
 
She is widely travelled with extensive domestic and international contacts both 
business and personal. 
 
 


